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This circular is intended for use by the DSA plan review engineers and field engineers to indicate an acceptable method for 
achieving compliance with applicable codes. Its purpose is to promote uniform statewide criteria for use in plan and construction 
review of projects within the jurisdiction of DSA.  Other methods proposed by design professionals to solve a particular problem may 
be considered by DSA and reviewed for code compliance. 
 

 

Purpose:  The purpose of this Circular is to clarify who is responsible for the sampling, 
handling, and testing of structural materials as required by Title 24. 

Background:  Title 24 requires sampling and testing of various structural materials.  
Section 4-335 of Part 1 requires that a testing facility acceptable to Division of the State 
Architect (DSA) perform all tests.  Testing facilities are evaluated and accepted as part of 
the Laboratory Evaluation and Acceptance (LEA) program.  Accepted facilities are listed on 
the DSA web page (go to www.dsa.ca.gov, click on 'Project Tracking,' and then on 'Materials 
Testing Laboratories.') 

Section 4-335(d) of Part 1 requires that all test reports state that materials were sampled 
and tested in accordance with the requirements of the DSA approved project construction 
documents.  Reports must also state that materials meet the requirements of the DSA 
approved documents. 

Requirements:  Sampling and testing shall be performed as follows: 

• The project inspector, a representative of the architect, engineer, DSA or the testing 
facility may select the locations for sampling.  In no case shall the contractor, 
supplier, or construction manager select locations for sampling. 

• Sampling, protection, handling, transporting and storing of samples may only be 
performed by qualified representatives of the LEA accepted testing facility unless 
written approval of an alternative individual is obtained in advance from the DSA 
Field Engineer for the project. 
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• Testing (including laboratory and field testing) may only be performed by qualified 
laboratory personnel of the testing facility identified on Form DSA-102, Contract 
Information Form.  
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